
From the desk of Rob Costante, Principal… 
www.stfrancisdesales.net 

September 6, 2015 
 

“There will come a time when you believe everything is finished. That will be the 
beginning.”  

Louis L'Amour 
 
As our young Penguins finally waddled ashore last Tuesday, I couldn’t help but reflect 
upon the frenzied and scurrying pace at which our faculty and staff were operating in 
preparation for the start of the school year. After our busier than usual summer, it 
should come as no surprise that a herculean effort was required to open the doors on 
August 25th. And this past week was quite a joyous time. The week began with our 
faculty spending Monday with our fellow Diocesan teachers at St. Mark’s HS in 
Wilmington for our annual Spirituality Day. This blessed day began with Bishop 
Malooly celebrating liturgy for the hundreds of educators who serve their vocation as a 
Catholic school teacher. Following mass, the Catholic Schools Office recognized the 
anniversary years of Laurel DiPirro (5 years) and Phyllis Phillips (20 years) for reaching 
these milestones of serving our Diocese. Congratulations ladies! Then after lunch, our 
teachers were offered a poignant message on the critical need for mercy that exists in 
this world. Renowned author and documentary filmmaker Gerard Straub, revealed 
powerful images on the crisis of poverty that devastates families in third world 
countries. And in preparation for our school community’s theme for the year, “Be 
Merciful like the Father” (Luke 6:36), this day’s message on mercy was one that left an 
indelible mark on all of those in attendance. 
 
Then on Tuesday, the campus truly came alive to the sounds and sights of 205 young 
children who enthusiastically arrived to St. Francis with great eagerness and 
hopefulness for the 2015-2016 school year. Part of the festivity of this first day of school 
is our annual Welcome Ceremony and Blessing Event. This special occasion honors the 
new students and teachers who arrived to SFdS for the first time. During this event, our 
entire community showers our newest community members under a cascading tunnel of 
blowing bubbles as they arrive to the front door of the school and receive a welcome 
balloon and their first high five.  Later this same day, our 8th grade students enjoyed a 
memorable afternoon at the Beyond the Limits Ropes Course. This unique event 
engaged members of the Class of 2016 in a unique and active leadership experience 
where the students learned more about the essential components of communication, 
collaboration and those problem solving skills that are all necessary for effective 
leadership. And as the day concluded, the students extended their comfort zone by 
courageously tackling the high elements ropes course challenge that Beyond the Limits 
offers. It was such a blessing to watch our young people face their fears as they repelled 
upwards of 100 feet off of the ground.  
 
Then on Thursday, our H.S.A. once again sponsored our annual Back to School Night. 
This wonderful evening showcased the vibrant beauty of our campus and as well, 
allowed our parents the opportunity to catch a glimpse into the exciting world of 
learning that lives within our charming little schoolhouse. What an amazing week!! 
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